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Basic facts on forest resources in BiH

Forest resources — important factor of social and economical development in BiH

I Broadleaves forests
- Mixed forests of broadleaves and conifers
- Conifers forests

Type of forest ha

1. High forest 1.652.400
2. Coppice 1.252.200
142 2.904.600
3. Shrubs 130.600
4. Barren land 187.200
3+4 317.800
Other forest area 9.100
Total forest land 3.231.500
Land surface 5.112.900

Source: FIRMA, 2013







DECENT WORK AND

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Contribution of forestry to decent work and economic growth
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Sources: Business reports from public forest companies in BiH 2008-2020

10% of GDP (3 bill. USD) and 11% of export value (contribution of wood-based industry in 1992)
Total number of employees (2020): >22.000 (>4% of total employees) (90.000 in 1992)
Export — import ratio: 3,5:1 (2015)
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Wildfires in BiH 2016-2020

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Burnt surface (ha) 10.333 50.952 1.070 5.068 22.436
Burnt wood (m3) 30.669 393.832 6.114 22.279 131.701

Sources: Official statistics of FBiH and RS, 2021
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Estimated financial damage in 2020 (in FBiH only) 9,171 million KM (source: official statistics of FBiH, 2021)



Fires in protected areas in 2022

A large part of Hutovo Blato Nature
Park (Ramsar area) burned down
(Radio “Free Europe”, 07.02.2022.)

https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/hu

tovo-blato-pozar/31690977.html

A large-scale fire in Blidinje Nature
Park has been raging for days. Sutjeska
National Park was also affected by the
fire. So far, over 250 hectares of land
have been affected, including
numerous endemic species of flora
and fauna (WWEF, 28.07.2022)

: i 27212866
WWE-Reakcija-na-poar-u-Parku-
prirode-Blidinje

The helicopter of the RS Helicopter
Service was engaged in extinguishing
the fire that broke out Sutjeska
National Park (Avaz, 23.07.2022.)
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/760048/izbi

0-pozar-u-nacionalnom-parku-sutjeska



https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/hutovo-blato-pozar/31690977.html
https://www.wwfadria.org/?7212866/WWF-Reakcija-na-poar-u-Parku-prirode-Blidinje
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/760048/izbio-pozar-u-nacionalnom-parku-sutjeska

Wildfires in BiH — geographical distribution

Wildfires in BiH in 2012
detected by MODIS program

Source: JRC Technical Reports: Forest Fire in
Europe, Middle East and North Africa 2012




Key challenge in fighting wildfires

Lack of cooperation and coordination
among different institutions/actors (civil
protection service, firefighters, public
forestry enterprises, armed forces,
police...) and administrative levels (local,
cantons, entities, state)
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Complicated procedures and regulatory framework

Civil protection regulations in FBiH:

Law on fire protection and firefighting

Law on the protection and rescue of people and
property from natural and other disasters

Forest legislation in FBiH (cantonal laws on forest)
- prohibition of burning fires in the forest
- prohibition of the construction and operation of

factories with open flames "‘"""""
- on-call guard service in forests on holidays and -‘
other non-working days a;‘ ‘r ‘?
oo . . LTAW ' 'l‘ £
- classification of fore.sts according to the degree of ___:_‘ ’D A“"’ \@ ﬂkm&
danger from forest fires :

m"'l uan ) LA

- plans for forest fire protection at enterprise s @ g —

- “forest order” regulations



Engagement block of the Armed Forces in wildfires fighting

Among other things, the tasks of the Armed Forces
include assisting civil authorities in responding to
natural and other disasters and accidents.

Regulations:
Rulebook on the provision of military assistance to civil
authorities in responding to natural and other disasters and

accidents (Article 10);

Military aid is approved by the Presidency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Minister of Defense in accordance with the
competencies in the chain of command and control over the Armed
Forces established by the Law on the Defense of Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Rules of Procedure of the Presidency of Bosnia and

Herzegovina (Article 1. Point 3.)

The Presidency exercises supreme command and control over the
Armed Forces of BiH in accordance with the Constitution of BiH and
laws. Decisions on these issues are made by the Presidency by
consensus.

e,
Source: Faktor 28.07.2021.

Dodik nije dao da helikopter OSBiH gasi pozar, vojska bez
njega ne moze pomoci gradanima

Source: Klix 23.03.2022.

Pozar izmedu naselja Duge i Krandcici

Na podrudju opéine Prozor- Rama ve(d ¢etiri dana vatrogasci, lovci i mjestani se
bore sa pozarima koji su zahvatili kilometarske povrsine, a tri dana nakon sSto su
trazili pomo¢ iz zraka, helikopter Oruzanih snaga BiH im jos ne stize.



Canadair CL-415: 30 mill. USD

Lack of political will and responsibility

€ BIRN BIH: BAZA SLUZBENIH AUTOMOBILA

Baza sluzbenih automobila u BiH sadrzi sve tendere za kupovinu vozila u 2021. godini, kao i vozne
parkove stotina institucija i javnih kompanija i troskove njihovog odrZavanja. Podaci u bazi se
svakodnevno osvjeZavaju.

& INSTITUCIJE IB TENDERI = REGISTAR AUTOMOBILA El TROSKOVI

900 = 11.693 lE 28.973.029 kv 495.990 kv

INSTITUCIJE AUTOMORBILI KUPOYINA AUTOMOBILA TROSKOVI

MI-8: 10 mill. USD

UH-1H-1I Huey II: 10 mill. USD

Hrvatska i Danska jednake po
broju ministarstava, ne i po broju
sluzbenih vozila: Imamo ih 200
puta vise

Autor: Poslovni hr, 21. sije€anj 2020. u 09:19 O komentara

RTL, 21.01.2020.

Air Tractor 802F: 3 mill. USD



Air support from the neighborhood (Croatia)

¥ rodio Slobodna If you have a photo and want it to appear
¥ Evropa
on Flightradar24, upload it to jetpl

Ne jenjavaju pozari u BiH, u gasenju pomaze  Guussassy S
kanader iz Hrvatske Watch the latest Flightradar24 videos

B¢ Trip reports | Cockpit footage | Interviews | Reviews

AIRCRAFT TYPE (C12T)
Canadair CL-415

= Free Europe,
L'15-_1bm i lerizs Oruzanit 1 ke izbacio je 23.07.2022-

vodu i S ima pia ce odnosno

https://www.slobodnae
vropa.org/a/pozar-
blidinje-
bih/31956559.html



https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/pozar-blidinje-bih/31956559.html

Successful example of cross-sectoral cooperation

Joint combined exercise “Pliva 2022” (22.09.2022.): cantonal/local offices of civil protection, local
firefighting units (professional and voluntary), police, emergency, cantonal public forest enterprise...



https://www.sbk-ksb.gov.ba/bs/novosti/zdruzena-vjezba-%E2%80%9Epliva-2022%E2%80%9C-kantonalna-uprava-civilne-zastite.html

Special forest firefighting teams Photos by F. Voloder, 2022
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EU Civil Protection Mechanism

How does the EU Civil Protection Mechanism work?
Activation of EU CPM in 2021

Natural or man-made disaster Affected country requests assistance
inside or outside the EU @ from the Mechanism through the Emergency
ﬂ Response Coordination Centre (ERCC)
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Once the affected country Member States and Participating
has accepted the offers... States offer assistance, such as @ - ﬁ
personnel and equipment
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Recent activities of EU: COVID-19 (2020 and 2021), earthquake in Haiti (2021), repatriations from Afghanistan (2021), forest fires
in Europe (2021 and 2022), war in Ukraine (2022)....

In September 2022 Bosnia and Herzegovina officialy joins EU Civil Protection Mechanism


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/hr/infographics/civil-protection/

Forest governance?

HNFYR
FOBEPHaHC Fores® governance:
el (T3l
yowepvavie Process of creation and maintenance
AITHel the capacities, instruments and
governance institutional arrangements

to promote communication and cooperation
between all forest policy actors
towards comprehensive and advanced
social understanding of forests and forestry




Thank you for your attention

Mersudin Avdibegovic

E-mail: mavdibegovic@gmail.com



