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Type of forest ha

1. High forest 1.652.400

2. Coppice 1.252.200

1+2 2.904.600

3. Shrubs 130.600

4. Barren land 187.200

3+4 317.800

Other forest area  9.100

Total forest land   3.231.500

Land surface 5.112.900

Forest resources – important factor of social and economical development in BiH

Source: FIRMA, 2013

Basic facts on forest resources in BiH





Contribution of forestry to decent work and economic growth

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Ukupni prihodi preduzeća 360.293. 292.164. 315.263. 327.113. 323.007. 348.082. 341.366. 360.515. 369.873. 364.664. 388.007. 393.471. 385.256.

Prihodi od drveta 337.639. 274.633. 293.135. 312.130. 312.645. 331.162. 322.049. 344.698. 353.836. 351.398. 375.526. 349.470. 344.333.
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Sources: Business reports from public forest companies in BiH 2008-2020

[KM]

10% of GDP (3 bill. USD) and 11% of export value (contribution of wood-based industry in 1992)

Total number of employees (2020): >22.000 (>4% of total employees) (90.000 in 1992)

Export – import ratio: 3,5:1 (2015)

Total income

Income from wood



Contribution of forests to combat climate change and its impacts 



Wildfires in BiH 2016-2020
Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Burnt surface (ha) 10.333 50.952 1.070 5.068 22.436

Burnt wood (m3) 30.669 393.832 6.114 22.279 131.701
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Sources: Official statistics of FBiH and RS, 2021

Estimated financial damage in 2020 (in FBiH only) 9,171 million KM (Source: Official statistics of FBiH, 2021)



Fires in protected areas in 2022
A large part of Hutovo Blato Nature
Park (Ramsar area) burned down
(Radio “Free Europe”, 07.02.2022.)
https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/hu
tovo-blato-pozar/31690977.html

A large-scale fire in Blidinje Nature
Park has been raging for days. Sutjeska
National Park was also affected by the
fire. So far, over 250 hectares of land
have been affected, including
numerous endemic species of flora
and fauna (WWF, 28.07.2022)
https://www.wwfadria.org/?7212866/
WWF-Reakcija-na-poar-u-Parku-
prirode-Blidinje

The helicopter of the RS Helicopter
Service was engaged in extinguishing
the fire that broke out Sutjeska
National Park (Avaz, 23.07.2022.)
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/760048/izbi
o-pozar-u-nacionalnom-parku-sutjeska

https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/hutovo-blato-pozar/31690977.html
https://www.wwfadria.org/?7212866/WWF-Reakcija-na-poar-u-Parku-prirode-Blidinje
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/760048/izbio-pozar-u-nacionalnom-parku-sutjeska


Wildfires in BiH – geographical distribution

Wildfires in BiH in 2012
detected by MODIS program 

Source: JRC Technical Reports: Forest Fire in 
Europe, Middle East and North Africa 2012



Key challenge in fighting wildfires

Lack of cooperation and coordination
among different institutions/actors (civil
protection service, firefighters, public
forestry enterprises, armed forces,
police…) and administrative levels (local,
cantons, entities, state)



Complicated procedures and regulatory framework

Civil protection regulations in FBiH:
Law on fire protection and firefighting
Law on the protection and rescue of people and
property from natural and other disasters

Forest legislation in FBiH (cantonal laws on forest)
- prohibition of burning fires in the forest
- prohibition of the construction and operation of

factories with open flames
- on-call guard service in forests on holidays and

other non-working days
- classification of forests according to the degree of

danger from forest fires
- plans for forest fire protection at enterprise
- “forest order” regulations



Engagement block of the Armed Forces in wildfires fighting

Among other things, the tasks of the Armed Forces
include assisting civil authorities in responding to
natural and other disasters and accidents.

Regulations:
Rulebook on the provision of military assistance to civil
authorities in responding to natural and other disasters and
accidents (Article 10);
Military aid is approved by the Presidency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Minister of Defense in accordance with the
competencies in the chain of command and control over the Armed
Forces established by the Law on the Defense of Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Rules of Procedure of the Presidency of Bosnia and
Herzegovina (Article 1. Point 3.)
The Presidency exercises supreme command and control over the
Armed Forces of BiH in accordance with the Constitution of BiH and
laws. Decisions on these issues are made by the Presidency by
consensus.

Source: Faktor 28.07.2021.

Source: Klix 23.03.2022.



RTL, 21.01.2020. 

Canadair CL-415: 30 mill. USD MI-8: 10 mill. USDUH-1H-II Huey II: 10 mill. USD

Air Tractor 802F: 3 mill. USD

Lack of political will and responsibility



Air support from the neighborhood (Croatia)

Free Europe, 
23.07.2022.

https://www.slobodnae
vropa.org/a/pozar-
blidinje-
bih/31956559.html

https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/pozar-blidinje-bih/31956559.html


Joint combined exercise “Pliva 2022” (22.09.2022.): cantonal/local offices of civil protection, local
firefighting units (professional and voluntary), police, emergency, cantonal public forest enterprise…
https://www.sbk-ksb.gov.ba/bs/novosti/zdruzena-vjezba-%E2%80%9Epliva-2022%E2%80%9C-kantonalna-uprava-civilne-zastite.html

Successful example of cross-sectoral cooperation

https://www.sbk-ksb.gov.ba/bs/novosti/zdruzena-vjezba-%E2%80%9Epliva-2022%E2%80%9C-kantonalna-uprava-civilne-zastite.html


Special forest firefighting teams  Photos by F. Voloder, 2022



EU Civil Protection Mechanism

Activation of EU CPM in 2021

Source: https://www.consilium.europa.eu/hr/infographics/civil-protection/

Recent activities of EU: COVID-19 (2020 and 2021), earthquake in Haiti (2021), repatriations from Afghanistan (2021), forest fires 
in Europe (2021 and 2022), war in Ukraine (2022)….

In September 2022 Bosnia and Herzegovina officialy joins EU Civil Protection Mechanism

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/hr/infographics/civil-protection/


Forest governance?

governance

Fores governance:

Process of creation and maintenance
the capacities, instruments and

institutional arrangements
to promote communication and cooperation 

between all forest policy actors
towards comprehensive and advanced 

social understanding of forests and forestry
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